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9 24 þ yours, wherein you tell me that 
_ Aeveral of our Merchants are mightily 
pleas'd with the Propoſals of France, to 
reſtore to us the 4 Ifland of St. 
bh Chriſto pber, the whole Bay and Straits of Hud- 
Fon; to deliver up the Iſland of Newfoundland, 
With Placentia, and to make an abſolute Cef- 
ion of Annapolis, with the. reſt of Nova Sco- 
| fig or Accadie; and the Aſſiento or Contract 
for furniſhing the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies with 

.._ Negro's for 30 Years, in the ſame manner as 
the French have enjoy d it for Ten Years paſt: 

I make no doubt but ſome People magnify 
the Advantage of [theſe Propoſals as much 
beyond Truth as others do leſſen them: But 
ſince you are pleas'd to defire my thoughts of 

"6 the matter, 1 will deal with you freely, ac- 
cording to the beſt of my Jadgment 10 in- 
oration. awd | 
All that they propoſe to reſtore us in * 
mpriea, was our own before, except part of 
St. Chriſtopher's, which we took from them 
in this War, and therefore have a Right to 
it by the Law of Arms: fo that our Obliga- 
tion to them on this end is not e 


1 „ N 


4 


You awill be the more . convinc 4 of 


this, by conſidering the following Paſſages 
-of King William's Declaration of War a- 


gainſt France in 168g. where he charges the 
French King with * invading our Charibbee 
: Iſlands, and poſſeſſing himſelf of our Ter- 
© ritories of .New-York, and of Hudſon's- Bay, 
in a hoſtile manner; ſeizing our Forts, 
burning our Subjects Houſes, and enriching: 
© his People with the Spoil of their Goods and 
© Merchandizes ;z detaining ſome of our Sub- 
© jets under the Hardſhip of Impriſonment, 


_ © cauſing others to be inhumanly kilPd, and 
driving the reſt to Sea in a ſmall Veſſel, 5 


* without Food and Neceſſaries to ſupport 
© them; actions not becoming ev'n an Enemy: 


And yet he was ſo far from declaring him- 
* ſelf fo, that at that very time he was nego- 
© tiating. here in England by his Miniſter, a 


# - OT of Neutrality and £900 Correſpon- 


© dence in America. 


I believe you will readily agree with me, 


that the French King's Ceſſion of his ſhare of 
St. Chriſtophers, is not an Over-ballance for the 


Damages he is charg'd with doing us, in » 
this Declaration; which contains another 
= 5 relating to Newfoundland, as fol- 
ows. 


Ilt is not long ſince the French took: Li- : 


* cenſes' from the Engliſh Governour of New- 
© foundland to fiſh in the Seas upon that 


+ Coaſt, and paid a Tribute for ſuch Licen- - 
* ſes, as an acknowledgment of the ſole 
* Right of the Crown of England to that 
© land; and yet of late the Incroachmegts 2 


8 


„ 05 3 
bo: of the French upon our ſaid Iſlands, and our: 


© Subje&s Trade and Fiſhery, have been more 
like the Invaſions of an Enemy, than be- 


coming Friends, who enjoy'd the Advan- 


tage of that Trade only by Permiſſion. _ 
For the better underſtanding of this mat- 


5 ter, be pleas d to conſider, that we have 
: had a_ Title to it ſince 1497. when Sebaſtian ' 
Cabot diſcover d it for Henry VII. We had 


a flouriſhing Trade there in King James I's 


time, and enjoy'd it without any Rival till the | 


- ninth of Charles I. who by ſome means or 
other was preyail'd with to allow the 
French to fiſh there in favour, as I have 
been inform'd, of ſome Engliſh. Popiſh La- 

dies that belong'd to a Nunnery in France; 


5 and the French Ships were oblig'd to pay 


5 ber Cent. as an Acknowledgment. 


Ihis Liberty granted the 8 was ſo 
much the more obſervable, becauſe that 


Prince in his Letters Patent dated the xoth 
of February that ſame Vear, for the better 


Government of the Fiſhing, Ships, Inhabi- 


tants, Cc. takes notice, That Newfoundland 
Thad been acquir'd to the Dominions of 


© his Progenitors, and his People had many 


© Years reſorted to thoſe Parts; where, and 
Jon the Coaſts adjoining, . they. imploy'd 


e themſelves in fiſhing, Oc. whereby a great 


number of his Subjects had been ſes at work, 
and Navigation and Mariners much in- 
© creas'd. 2 

The Allotment 3 the 3 for cu- 


ring their Fiſn was to the Weſtward of Cape 


N Which was a very great blunder in 
| A2 Poli- 
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Politicks, that being the moſt n part | 


of the Inand, where the Fiſh come fix 
weeks ſooner "than any where elſe, and gave 
them an opportunity of being at Market ſo 0 
long before us. SE; 
The French having then but few. Ships, 
and King Charles Ps Reign being a continud . 
Scene of Troubles, as every one knows, this 
Matter ſeems not to have been ſo much re- 
garded as the Importance of it requir'd; ſo 
that the French taſting the Sweets of the Trade 
thither, they were willing, for the conti- 
mance of that Privilege, to pay ſometimes 
three -Quintals of Fiſh for every Eiſhing- 
Boat they imploy'd, and at other times 10 
per Cent, according to the Value of the-Fiſh 


they took. It deſerves our Obſervation, that 


as they obtain'd the firſt Liberty of Fiſhing . 
here in the Reign of Charles I. when we had 
a French Queen, who had too. much Influ- 


ente on our Government; in the 27th of 
King Charles II. who we found by ſad Ex- 


5 was for the moſt part govern'd by 
rench Councils, they not only had that Li- 


berty confirm'd, but their former. Tribute, 7 
in zernom ledg ent for that D 65 5 


mitted. 

We are not to wonder that thoſe Grants 
were confirm'd in the Reign of King James 
the Second, who entirely depended on France, 
and was 'in a ftri& Alliance with Lewis 
XIV. But upon the whole you may ſee, that 
the French were ſo ſenſible of the Weakneſs 
of their Title, that they found ic_neceſſar 


OY 


to get this den confirtn'd' by every ſue⸗ 0 


: ceſſive King ſome way or other.. 
Thus things continu'd till the Reign of 


king William the Third — Glorious Memo- 
ry; who being ſenſible of the vaſt Impor- 


tance of this Trade, was ſo far from con- 
flirming thoſe French Grants, or approving 


the arbitrary Meaſures of his Predeceſſors in 


diſpoſing any part of it to Aliens, contrary 


to Law, that by the 1oth and 11th of his 
Reign, cap. 25. he ſettled the Whole Right 


of it in his own Subſecks, excluſſre of A- 
an as follows. 

Whereas the Trade of; and Fiſhing of 

= * Newfoundland, is a beneficial Trade to this 

Kingdom, not only in the employing great 


3 HY Numbers of Seamen and Ships, and ex- 


© porting and conſuming great Quantities of 


© Proviſions and Manutactures of this Realm, 
hereby many Tradeſmen and poor Arti- 


© ficers are kept at work, but alſo in bring- 
ing to this Nation, by returns of the Ef- 


© feats of the ſaid Fiſhery from other Coun- 


© tries, great Quantities of Wine, Oil, 


© Plate, Iron, Wool, and ſundry other uſe- 
ful Commodities, to the Increaſe of his 


„ Majeſty's Revenue, and the Incouragement 5 


of Trade and Navigation: Be it enacted, 
De. That henceforth all his Majeſty's Sub- 
© jets, @c. ſhall have, vſe and enjoy the 
| be free Trade and Traffick; and Art of Mer- 


© chandize and Fiſhery to and from New. 
3 4 foundland, and take Bait, and fiſh in any 


© of the Rivers, Creeks, Seas or Iſlands ad- 
£ nr, erwahnt thereunto, as fully and 


feel, 
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„ ads as at 2900 time hae hath been 

c ygd or enjoy'd by any of the Subjects of 
bis Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, without 
L. any hindrance, Oc. of or from any Perſon 
_ © whatſoever 3 and THAT NO ALIEN OR 


+ © STRANGER WHATSOEVER - (not re. 


— ©-fiding within England) ſhall at any time 
_ © hereafter take any Bait, or uſe any ſort of 
Trade or Fiſhing whatſoever in Newfound- 
© land; or in any as the Iſlands or Places a- 
© bovemention'd.? 
I need not tell you that the French, by the 
Incouragement they had to ſettle bere in 
the Reigns of the two Charless, and King 


James the Second, inſtead of being Tribn- 


taries as formerly, took upon them to be 
our Maſters, and were grown ſo ſtrong, that 
during the firſt War, and particularly in 
1697. they almoſt drove us out of all our 
Settlements there, and deſtroy'd or carry d off 
our Men. To redreſs which King William 
ſent a Squadron thither under Admiral Nevil 
in 1697. and fifteen hundred Landmen un- 
der Sir John Gibſon. They recover'd all that 
the French had taken from us; and when the 


Peace was concluded, his Majeſty knew the 


Trade to be of ſuch Importance, that he 
ſent annually. a Squadron thither to proteck 
it. Sir John Gibſon built a regular Fort there, 


which he call'd Fort William; and it was af- 


terwards ſo improv'd by Colonel Richards, that 
it is one of the moſt Zegnlar and rongelt | 
in that place. 

ITis a melancholy Story to tell you how 


much PIER was * after Kin 4 
| 15 W iliam's 


9130 71 


| 


„ 


MWilianrs Death; and how in 1785 the French 
deſtroy d ſeveral of our Settiements there, 
and carry'd off our Men; and how little Care 
was taken to prevent this, notwithſtanding 
the frequent Memorials Preſented oy Thoſe 2 
: concern di in the Trade. 
Having thus given you a brief view of 1 
our ſole Right to Newfoundland, and of the 
. falſe Steps of three of our ſucceſſive Mo- 
narchs, in ſuffering the French to ſettle there, 
to the infinite Loſs of our Nation: I ſhall 
next give you ſome few hints of the vaſt 
Advantage the French have reap'd by that 
Trade, both in reſpec of their Wealth and 
» Naval Power. An GL 8 
I told yon before, that when the French 
begun trading hither they had very few 
Ships, but ſince that time their Naval Force 
is ſo much increas'd, that, to the unſpeak- 
able Grief of all honeſt Men, as well as to 
the Terror and Danger af all Europe, we have 
.'& ſeen them able to contend at Sea with the 
United Naval Powers of England and Fol- 
land. Nor, are we to wonder at this, for 
ol late years they have imploy'd in the:New- 
foundland Fiſhery 4 or 500 Sail of Ships per 
ann. of good Burden, and mounted from 
16 to 40 Guns ade If we compute:them; 
as we may modeſtly do, to be mar'd with | 
30 or 40 Men per Ship, that will amount at 
a Medium to 16000 Men employ d annnally 
in this Trade; and one fourth of thoſe being 
_ uſually green Men, it proves a. Nurſery of 
_ 4000 Seamen per ann. _ their Men _ War 
and Privateers. OTIS CFD © | 
25 'T hen 


1 


Then as to the er make by 5 
their Trade thither, it has exceeded ours * 
far; the Reaſons of which are as follow. 

I. That part of Newfoundland; which our i 
Tabs Governments unhappily admitted them 
into, is much better than what we kept to 
our ſelves during thoſe Reigns> for lying 
furtheſt 8. as 1 hinted already, their Seas 
are clear. of Ice at [leaſt fix Weeks before 
ours, where the Shoals of Ice continue ma- 
* times till the beginning of ay. | 
2. In their part they have greater Quan- 
1 of Fiſh, becauſe the Climate is much 
warmer, than ours, which lies to dhe N E. 
ſo that tis computed, that one time with ano—- 
ther they kill 1 dor 200 Quintals * Boat 15 
mers: than we. i 
3. They deve a re Voyage from the | 
Welt parts of France than we, have Salt bet- - 
ter and cheaper, pay leſs for Seamens Wages 
and Proviſions, and have ſome fiſhing Tackle at 
eaſier rates; ſo that by modeſt Computa- 
tion they can afford their Fiſh a Crown per 
Quintal cheaper than we, which, with their 
being at market before us ſix Weeks ſooner, 
is worth five Shillings per Quintal more to 
them : and ſince we reckon fifteen or ſixteen 
Shilling; per Quintal a good Price for our 
Fiſh, tis plain that they gain , more by 
what they ſell than we do, beſides what they 
» Exceed us in Quantitys, which they muſt do 
nom more than ever, by being poſſeſs'd of 
Spain, where their ſupreme Command in 
the Civil Government, and their Agreement 


in * muſt always give them the pre- 
| ference 


| 


PTY 


ference to us, if they be allow'd to fiſh is ; 


the Coaſt, or to cure on the Shore or Set- 1 
titements of 2Newfoundland, or any of the ad- id 
jacent Iſlands. "of 
By what I have ſaid you may eaſily per- iy 


_ ceive the vaſt Profit the French have reap'd 
by that Trade and the great Diſadvantage 
we have labvur'd under by loſing it. Our 
Weſtern Ports, ſuch as Barnſtaple and Biddi= : 
ford; are moſt "ſenſible of this damage, tho 1 
ruhe Loſs affects all the other Parts of the 
Kingdom. Tis- known that thoſe two 
Towns alone did formerly imploy above 50 | b 
Ships in that Trade, which enabled them in | 
the beginning of King William's Reign to i 
ſupply the Navy with 4co Volunteer Sailors: 

whereas now they don't fit out above ſix 
or eight ſmall Ships, and are ſcarce able to i 
find Men for theſe. The like Decay of Sail- 5 | 
ors" there is in all the other Ports of the | 
Kingdom, which leſſens our Naval Strength 
that is our Natural Defence, leſſens the Re- : 
venue of the Crown, and the Value of Gen- id 
tlemens Eſtates. | 
From all this you may reaſonably conclude; 7 | 
| thar *tis abſolutely neceſſary the greateſt 

Cate ſhould be taken in the preſent Treaty, | 

that the French ſhould not only. quit New- 
foundland entirely, but that they ſhould not 
have the Liberty to fiſh on that Coaſt, to 
cure their Fiſh on the Iſland, or to fortify 


by uy of the Neighbouring Iſlands. 


ie You fig this eas the Senſe of King inn 
: and his Parliament by the abovemention'd 


AQ, therolore I don't ſee how any ſuch Pri- 
h 8 vilege 


5 


„ 82 1 
vilege can be granted bi Treaty ta the 
French without the repealiog of that Af; 
which I hope nn.Bnitiſh Parliament will ever 
give into. ' + ;8b0Þ1 zus 


- 7 My-Reaſans are theſe :: 
1. Tis plain hi what I chaveialready : 
that then never; had ann Right to it, but 
what by igdirett Methods the ahtain d from 
ths Cromn gf Great ritam, which is now 
made void by that Statute, or what they 
procur'd by the Mord: and as we are nom 
ſuperiet to them in that reſpect, I hope wC 
ever ſhall be bib gnols wol 
22, 15 they be allawed the Privilege: f 
ſihing and auring on the Coaſt, either it 
muſt be indeſinite, or reſtricted to ſuch and 
ſuch Parts. If the former; then to be ſure 
they will chuſe the: 1; m Places they now 
make uſe of Mhieh being the beſt of the 
Ifland, they will have the fame Advantages 
over us they nom enjay, and ſa the Ceſſion 
can ſigniſy nothing ta us, but on the contra⸗ 
ry will make our Trade worſe zhan it is: for 
if they be allow'd the uſe of, aur: Harhouts 
and Ports, they will furniſh our Settlemonts 
there with ſeveral ſorts of European Goods; 
cheapet than we can do; which will ruin 
Settlements, conſidering, as I hinted. altea 
dy, that theit Voyage is ſhorter, and then 
victual and fail at lower rates; which, to- 
gether with their having the Liberty of our 
Harbours while we are at the Charge of 
the Forts, and the better vent then muſtz 
now have for their Fiſh by being Maſters of 


Spain, 


- 


1 =, | 
6169 


Spun, will emble chem to ldutſell d tho 
e fiſu and cure in tlie ſame farts: beſidès, 


by having the Freedom df tour Forts; Sc. 
 viewill miniſter continual-Dceafions. of Quar- 
wb ihet w it dur People and itbeirs, and in 


caſa of any future Rupture which we tadn't 


Dun will be long à coming with a People 
— dau nüconſtant Faith; twill make 


them̃ caphbie of ſmprixing ao Settlements, 


:and of driving us nut of 'themy as they have 
done already; fo that I hope we'thall never 
. 'willingly make another Eupen of uch 
. tronbleſom Neighbours, s. 2h 
Then if they be reſtrain'd to other Pleers 


worſe than thoſe they now frequent; the 


FTrade will be of little uſe. to them; fore 
having the ſame Advantage of being ſooner 


At Market, and of the beſt Harbours wirien 


"they now hayt;iſhall be able .toontſel:them ; 
ſo that wetant'expect the Friendflitp-betwixt 


aus to be:dfitable in either Caſe; 1Fhetefote 


Ithink tis reaſonable to conclude, thut they 
muſt not be allow either to fiſh: ar to cute 
in or near Kewfoupdiand,! i Hlands there - 
8 unto belonging eben M mona egi 

have beard; that: the Pench ceifiandedarde 
_ only a Privilege to fiſh i the Sea of New. 
f0iIndland, and to cure their Fiſhion the Goaſt 
3s hitherto; but likewiſe: that ali the Fortiſi- 
cation there ſhould be demolifh'd that no 


others ſhouldibe erected there, or on any of 


the adjacent Hlands; and that thy ſtiould 
Rave liberty to make a Settlement, and raife 


Fortifications an the llland- of Cape Bree. 
Sut I hope neither of theſe will ever be grant- 
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ed them: Not the firſt, becauſe: without 
Forts we can't defend our Settlements, either 
againſt the French in caſe of a new Rupture, 
- or againſt other Nations or Pirates, who may 
ſettle there; if there be no Forts to hinder 
- them; ſo that we may be outed at pleafure : 
- therefore the very Propoſal looks with: fo 
much of an ill deſign, and is ſo diſhonour- 
able, that I don't ſee how any Engliſhman 
can hear it without emotions of Anger and 

%% NI 
As to the 2d: If that be granted, we had 
as good leave them Newfoundland, Accadir, 
r. intire to theniſelves; for this Iſland of 
Breton is ſeparated from Accadie only by a 
narrow Channel, and lies ſo near Newfound- 
land, that if the French be allow'd to ſettle 
and fortify there, they may when they will, 
command both, and by the help of their Ca- 
nada Ind ians, diſlodg us when they pleaſe. 
Beſides, by fortifying St. Peter's Ifland, which 
lies at the N. W. corner of the Bay of Pla- 
centia, they not only make that Bay uſeleſs to 
us, but may be able to protect their own 
Ships which fiſh and dry there, or ſail into 
Canada River. And if they be allow'd to 
ſettle at Petit Nord, which extends from 
Cape St. John N. of Bonaviſta, to Cape Ha- 
müton, the moſt Northerly Point of Nemfound- 
land; this being the Place us'd by the St. Ma. 
lo's Ships, which are the greateſt they imploy 
in the Trade; they will have the ſame Ad- 
vantage there they ever had, and greater: 
becauſe that being the ſhorter Paſſage to Ca- 


F 
% — - 


* 


„„ -> wm» 


£111) : 


| (33) 
nada, they can more eaſily call in their can 
da Indians. 

By all this tis plain, that when they de. 
mand the Iſle of Breton, with leave to fortify » 


there, they demand the Key of the whole » 
Country; for the Harbour at the Cape is large » 
and commodious, for entertaining great num- » 


bers of Ships. The Place is naturally capa- 
ble of being en fortify d. The Iſland is a. 


bout 60 Leagues long, io or 12 broad, about 


140 in Circuit; abounds with Pines and Firs 
proper for Maſts, C. And here they may 
erect a Fiſhery: for dry Fiſh, which are to be 


had more early, and in greater Plenty at this 


Place than in Newfoundland > and by its ſitua- 
tion is not only capable, upon any Rupture, 
to deſtroy our Trade, but to diſturb our 
fiſhing' on the Coaſt of New- England ; nn 
is of very great importance. we 
Beſides, i there's a viſible Chicane in the 
| Propoſal ; for according to the Commiſſion 
given to the French Governour, when we took 
Annapolis Royal from the French, the Iſle of 
Breton was included in Nova Scotia, which 


they propoſe now to ſurrender: And ac- 
cording to our own accounts, and the above- 

mention'd Act of King William, Breton and 

all the other adjacent Iſlands to Newfoundland, 


are our-own properly, excluſive of Aliens. 


There's alſo an evident Chicane in the 


E Propoſal of Accadie, or Nova Scotia, Whoſe 


boundaries ought to have been aſcertain'd 


for avoiding of Controverſies about its Li- 
mits in time to come; and ſo much the ra- 
ther; that REIT have always been dan- 
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gerous Neightionrs th „ Sebaf- 
tian Cabot was the firſt who diſcover'd that 
Country for us 34nd-the firſf Vurginin Gom- 
ny reckon'd it part of N. Nrgina, and 
that all was their own which they oould dif- 
cover to the Northward, and Was not pol. 
leſs'd by any other European Nations Beſides, 
| by King James I's Patent of this Country to 
Sir Milliam AlexandeNatterwards Earl of Ster- 
lingihe had a Grant of allthe Lands and Iſlands, 
Rivers, Bays; Gr. beyond Cape Sable, about 
Lat. g from the Equinoctiall towards the 
North, and from, the faid Cape all along the 
| Shore: Weſt warchto St/ Mays Bay, and then 
towards the North, croſſing that great Bay 
which runs Eaſt yard betwixt the Countries 
of the Suriquois and Biobe mines to the. River 
af the Holy Croſs,” and to the remoteſt Foun- 
tain or Spring of dt: Weſtward that firſt 
mixes with the (aid River; and from thence 
by an imaginary direct Line Notthward, to 
the next Bay, Spring, or River that falls 
into the great River uf Canada; and from the 
faid River Eaſtward along theiShore of the 
faid River to the Port or! Harbour» of Caobept 
or Guſpie; and then towards the South Eaſt 
to the Adände of Cape Bret o 
leaving the ſaid Iſlands on the Right; and the 
Gulf of the great River of Canada and News 
feundland, with the Iflands thereto belonging, 
on the Left ; and from thence to Cape Breron 
about the Latitude of 45. and from the faid 
Cape to the S. and Wi to the abovementionꝰd 
Cape Sable, whete the Boundary begins, in- 
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| — hes Cir- 
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Circumferences all the Lands of the Conti? 
nent, with their Rivers, Brooks; Bays, Shores, 
Ifands--or. adjacent Seas, within fix Leagues 
of any part of them, to the Weſt, or Eaſt⸗ 
Part of the Coaſts, and their Precincts 3 ant 
from the South - Eaſt, as Cape Breton lies, and 
the Weſt-Part, of the fame where Cape, Sa- 
ble lies, all the Seag and Iſlands within 30 
Leagues of the ſaid Coaſts, including the 
Great Iſland cal”d the: I/ ef Sable, or- Sa 
bien, lying towards the 9 5 E abqut. thirty 
Leagues from the ſaid Cape Breton in the Sea, 
about Latitude 44. So that, nothing can be 
more plain, than that the Iſle of Cape Beton 
is included in this Grant, and that the Boun- 
0 of, Nova Scotia. are very exgctly de- 

id d. From hence i think tis juſt to in- 
fer, an the French muſt be more particular 
in their Propoſals, and not leave a thing of 
this Conſequence ambigyous otherwiſe her 
Majeſty. being now in poſiffion of Anyapolis: 
by her Arms, I hope we are in a cee 10 
do aur ſelyes Juſtice. 

The next thing to che conſi der d. is' our 
Trade. to Spain. and the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies 3 
and as to this, 1 underſtand the French pro- 
poſe we ſhall have it on the ſame foot, as we 

f — 5 it in the Reigs * K. Charles the Se- 
ond of Spain. 

ons 1am of Opinion that this Propoſal i is 
very ambiguaus,. and may be liable to Many. 
Difficulties, that ought to be explain d in as 
ſtrong Terms as we can. | 

In order to underſtand, this, you. ought. to 
* that in "Oy as in other Trading 

211 - Countries, 


33 i 


Countries, there's a Book of Rates, which 


fixes what is to be paid on all Goods impor- 
ted and exported, and is a Rule for the 
Merchants and Officers of the Cuſtoms. 
Now the Spani/h Book of Rates is very 
high, and in ſome Species of Goods amounts 
to no leſs than a Prohibition; and this Book 
not having been alter'd for many Tears, 
Goods which formerly yielded double the 
Price there they do now, are ſtill liable to 


the ſame Duties, tho they be ſunk to half 
| the Value. : . Ban Hee ; . 


„ 
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To prevent this Inconveniency to our 


Traders thither, King Charles the Second, 


ſtanding in frequent need of our Aſſiſtance, 


he abated us 25 per cent. of the Cuſtoms, 


which was call'd the King's Gratia, and ob- 
lig d the Farmers to abate us from 25 to 40 


per Cent. more. Therefore to tell us that we 


ſhall enjoy the Trade to Old Spain, on the 
ſame foot we enjoy 'd it in King Charles the 
Second's time, is liable to a terrible Chi- 


cane, amounting to no leſs than a Prohibi- 


tion, except we be poſitively aſſur'd of the 
ſame Abatements by the King and the Far- 
mers, or that the Spaniſh Book of Rates be 


ſo alter'd, as the Cuſtoms on every Species 


of Britiſh Goods may be adjuſted, ſo as our 


Merchants may trade thither with Safety, 
and a Proſpect of Advantage; otherwiſe, at 
the Inſtigation of the French, they may im- 


Poſe the old Book of Rates upon us at any 


time, which puts an end to all our Trade 
chither, and particularly to that from New- 


foundland, 


k. 
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Then as to our Trade to the Weſb-Indies; IT 
if that be on the ſame foot as in the time of 
King Charles the Second, twas no otherwiſe 


than thus : Our Goods were firſt*carry'd" 


to Cadix, ſhip'd off there annually 'in their 
Galleons, either in the name of 'Spani/b" Fac- 
tors, or ſold at Cadiz to the Spaniſh Mer- 
_ chants, who ſent them to the Weſt-Indies on 
their own Riſque; and in returns we had 
Gold, Silver, and other valuable Commodi- 
ties. But this, in my Opinion, is very 
much ſhort of What King William ſtipulated 
for us by the 6th Article of the 2d Grand 
Alliance, viz. That it ſhonld be lawful for 
us, in order to enlarge our Navigation and 
Commerce, to ſeize by Force what Lands 
and Cities we could of the Spaniſh Dominions 

in America, and to poſſeſs them as our own. 
Therefore, in my Opinion, we ought to 
have ſome Ports allow'd us in Chili and Pe- 
ru, if not likewiſe in the North Sea; other- 


wiſe we are as much reſtrain'd in our Trade 


to the Weſt- Indies as ever: and the Reſtric- 
tions were ſo ſevere, that our Ships could 
not ſo much as put' in there, tho forc'd by 
ſtreſs of Weather or Enemies, but in ſuch 
and ſuch numbers, and to ſay- no longer 
than was neceſſary to refit, without any li- 


berty at all to trade, as may be ſeen by our 


Treaties of Commerce with Spain. So that 
our private Traders from Jamaica, &c. who 
_ ventur'd to the Coaſts on the North Sea, did 


a 


it at the riſque of their Ships and Goods, 


and of Having all their Men made Slaves ; ; 


nor di qurſt the Natives or other Inhabitants. 
. trade 


FE 
a 
: 


trade with us but at their utmoſt Peril, 
their Prohibition-Laws are fo very ſevere, 
n be conſider'd, that 


by the Sch Article of the ſecond Grand Al- 


liance, the, French were excluded from traf, 
ficking directly, or indireckiy to the Spaniſh 


4 
9 
U 


Weſt-Indies.; whereas they have now a fix d 


Trade tlitber, by which, they have already 
gain d annually. ſome; Millions Sterling: 80 
that there's a, very great Difference betwixt 
what the French propoſe to us now, viz. That 


we. ſhall have the fame Privilege of Trade 


to the Mieſt· Indies that other Nations have 


* 


Taue Article whic 


«> 


had and ſhall have, and the above- men- 
excludes. the French; 


lance they are not only ſettled there,  where- 


vernment is in the Houſe of Bourbon, and all 


T's £.4% 


e, are ot their Nomination. _ So that we 


can never. expect the. ſame Privileges with 


the French,, who are of the ſame Religion 


with che Spamarde, and have the Supreme 
- Government over them, which they will 
exert in another manner than hitherto, when 
: po and the Heſl. Indies are ſecur d by 


reaty to King Philip, Therefore I am of 


Opinion, that we ought to demand an Equi- 


with king Ch 


valent for the 6th. and Sth Articles of the 


ſecond Grand. Alliance above: mention d, and 


for what was ſtipolated by General Stanbope 


k 
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our Commerce with Spam and the 


dies, TY ac Nor well 
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wie che Third, in relation. to, 


has again, and 
b elk Endea ours 
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Would be imploy'd. to proewe a-juſt Satiſ. 
faction to all in Alliance with her, aecord- 
ing to their ſeveral Treaties, and particu- 
larly with relation to Spain and the Weſt- 
Indies, there's; no; doubt but it will be the 
fault of our Merchants, in not repreſenting 
the Matter fully, if ber Majeſty. don't pro- 
eure Satisfaction on that Head to her own 
1222 according to the above · mention d 
Alliances in our fayour, wich reſpect to the 
Trade of Spain and the He- indie. 

I come now to the Alente, or Contract 
"Ae furnihing ''the Span/b Hiaſt- Indies with = 
| Negroes; Which tis propey'd we ſhall enjoy 
for thirty years,” in the ſame manner as dhe 
French have enjoy d it for ten years paſt. 

We ought to take ſpecial Care got to be 
ipod upon in this matter by the French 
and Spaniards, and to have the Ferms of 
that Contract ſet don in 8s: plain and ex- 
_ preſs Terms as poſſible. In order to give 


von as much light into that matter as I cas, 


I F ſhall lay-before you a Abtrat of the Gag- 
"eral with the - Frenrb. F 

Nas made with Mopkeur a Caſſe, Go⸗ 
vernor of Petigua, in the Jurifdiftion of the 
Iſland of Hiſpaniola, for himſelf, and in the 
name of the French Royal Gajnea Company 5 


1. Were e by the Kings of graute 
mc: Spain, for the mutual Advantage of them 
and their Subjects, to import annually from 
the 1ſt of May 1702. to the iſt of May 
1712. 4800 Negroes of both Sexes and of all 
"a ut none from Minas or Cape Verd. 

| "G2 * 1 They 


(201). 
They were to pay for all Duties I 
— of Plate, of the Value of three 
28G Livres French per head for each Negro, of 
; tte regular Meaſures of 'theſe Provinces. 
. 33. The Company was to advance 600000. 
. Lirres at two Payments; the firſt within 
= - two months after the King of Spains Rati- 
= "fication, and the ſecond in two months more: 
N which was not to be reimbursd to the 
Company till the two laſt years of the Con- 
tract, when *twas to be repaid, with the 
Cuſtoms and Advantages” accruing. to the Sj 
5 King of Spain, as hereafter mention d. 5 
* © 4. The Mony to be paid at Madrid or 
Paris, as the King of Spain” ſhould chuſe ; 
and the like as to the Cuſtoms, for the grea- 
ter Benefit of the King of Spain, not with- 
ſtanding thy 'being n in Inge: 15 Ob- 
* ligation. 917551 Chas 
<X\ gi] The Coſtoms to be add from: ſix 
months to ſix months, from the iſt of Sept. > 
to the end of the time, only for each 4000 
Negroes, that for the 800 odd being remit- 
ted during the ſaid ten years, in conſidera- 
tion of the Payment made at Madrid or Pa- 
ris, for the greater Advantage of the ang 
of Spain's Treaſury, © 
6. If the War continu'd during the ten 
years, the Company were not oblig'd to im- 
port above 3000 Negroes: per ann. and the 
remaining 1800 to be imported in the fol- 
lowing years; and if the 3000 can't be com- 
pleated, Cuſtoms to be paid for the ſame, de- 
duQing,thoſe that fall ſhort: notwithſtand- 


Ing whichz" mou 100000 Pieces that the :Cuſ- 
| ds toms 
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3 toms of the ſaid 3000 amount to, ſnall be 
paid from ſix to ſix months during the 
War; and if above 3000 be ae they 


are to be paid for as above. 


7. If a Peace happen, the Company: aall 


| _ be oblig'd to import the 4800 every 


year, becauſe of Accidents that may inter- 
vene; but ſhall pay the Cuſtoms for 4900, | i 


as if they were imported. 
38. The Ships ſhall be the 75 Compa- 


ny's, or. Spaniards, at the Option of the Com- 
2 3 and if they uſe others, they ſhall. all 


be Roman Catholicks: or if the Negroes be 
imported by Ships of any Nation in Amity 
with Spain, into the North Sea- Ports, the 


Captain and e muſt be Roman Catho- 


licks. 24 21 


9. 1 may "hw imported and traded 


for in all the Ports of the MWeſt-Indies, his 


Catholick Majeſty diſpenſing with the Laws 
to the contrary; but no Negroes. ſhall be 
landed where there are no Royal Officers to 


ſearch the Ships, and certify what Negroes 


are imported. The Negroes carry'd-to.the 
Illands of Barlovento, Cumana and Maracai- 
bo, ſhall not be ſold by the Company for a- 


bove 300 Pieces each, and as much lower as 
poſſible, for the Relief of the people; but 


in other Parts of New Spain and Terra Firma, 


they may ſell them for the moſt they can. 
10. They may import Negroes to all the 
Ports on the Northſide of America, and to 
Buenos Ayres; and annually uſe to Ships for 
| That end, capable of containing from 700 to 
"ny Negroes of both Veres, which they l 
85 95 C 
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_ Vilo or Panama, Neceſſaries 

thoſe Ships only; "but the (aid Neceſſaries — 
not te be {old or traded for on pain of Con- 
fiſcatian,” and the Buyers and Sellers to be 


| een all * of the Company, with 


| A. 22 


ſell for what they can, but no greatet Num- 
ber muſt be landed than 500 or S. 

11. For carrying Negros to Peru, the 
Company may build, in exchange for Negro's, | 
or otherwiſe, in Panama or other Ports of the 


_ South-Sea, two Frigates or Veſſels of 400 
Tuns, and bring in return Fruits, ſtamp'd 
Bars, and Wedges of Gold Cuſtom free. And 


the Company may ſend from 1 for — ä 
or building 


punifh'd, and from thenceforward this Per- 


miſſion to ceaſe. And when the time is ex- 
pir'd, the Company ſhall not uſe the ſaid 


Ships, or ſend them to Europe, but be 8 


to ſell, alienate, of give them away. 
12. The Company may uſe Frenchmen or 


Spaniards for this buſineſs in the Ports or In- 


land parts of America; his Catholick Maj jeſty 
for that end diſannufling the Law againſt Fo- 
reigners, provided that in no Port of India - 


above 4 or 6 Frenchmen mall go up the Coun- 


try for the convenieacy of the Company, and 


carrying on this Undertaking: and the French 
are to be treated as Spauiſih Subjects, without 


being difturb'd by any Officer of what de- 
gree or quality ſoever, on any pretence; un- 


leſs they act contrary to the Laws of the 


Place and this Agreement. 


13. The Company may ese in al the 
principal Ports and Places of America, Judges 
Conſervators (but no Royal Officers) to de- 


which 


0 
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Which the ae or ocher Tribunals are 


not to meddle; but Appeals are to be made 
to the Council of the Indies, that ſo at length 
his Catholick Majeſty. may: 25 le Jadg mans þ 
ſervator. 
. The Viceroys, Ge. are mob to lay an 
e or detain, for the Uſe of the War, 
of the Company's Ships, but ſhall fur- 
nil them with what Neceſlaries they want 
at the common Prices, on pain of being ac- 
countable, and making ſatisfaction to them 
out of their own Pockets for what Damages 


may accrue to the eee "Pb detaining 8 
their Ships. - 127 


15. The Viceroys, ſhall not errut ſeize, 
or take. Poſſeſſion, of any of the Company's 
Effects, on pain of Poniſhment, and making 
Satisfaction for the D⸗ 

16. The Company and their Indian Fac= 
tors, may take into their Service ſuch Mari - 
ners, Aſſiſtants, and Officers, for lading and 
unlading, as they have occalion, on ſuch Sa- 
- laries as they can agree for. 1 

17. The Company may lade their Returns 
on board the Flota or Galleons, agreeing 
with the Captains, or in their own Ships, 
if they think fit; and the Spaniſh Men of War 
are to have Orders to ad mit them anker their 
Convoy. 

18. After the 1ſt of May 1702. neither 
the Portug ai Company, or any other Perfon, 
ſhall import any Negro Slaves, on pain of 
confiſcation to the Company, 1 8 Paying | 
* Wiese for hy lame. N | 


„ . 
19. The Company, their Factors, or others 
authoriz d by them only, to import Negro's 
into the Ports of the Indiet; all others, both 
Subjects and Foreigners, being prohibited: for 
the performance of which his Catholick Ma- : 
jeſty obliges his Faith and Word. 
20. If any Accident happen to Aiſtarb the 
1 Trade and Concerns 4 the Company, or any 
\: Suit be commenc'd,” his Catholick Majeſty i is 


to have the only cognizance of it. 
21. The Company's Ships, aſſoon as they 
arrive in the Ports of the Indies, are to prove 
their Health; witbout which the Royal Offi- 5 
cers are not to permit them to ente. 
22. This Article is made void. It was to 
prevent Frauds by the Company, on pain of 
Death, to thoſe concern'd, if the Value of the 
contraband Goods amounted to 100 Pieces; 
but if under, the Sellers and Buyers were to 
be apprehended and fin'd, and the Value re- 
cover'd of the Captain but neither the Ships 
3 nor Nepro's confiſcated i in any caſe; - 
1 23. The Ships to be unladen for the Subſi ſt⸗ 
1 ance of the Negro's, are to pay no Cuſtoms 

( of Export or Import; but they are to pay 
what is eſtabliſh'd for the Ships they boy and 
: fit out from thoſe ports. 

23. That Cuſtoms be paid fog the Negroꝰs 

landed, and that die before they are fold, 

without any Objection. 

That when ſome of the W are 
fold in any Port, they may go to another, 
receiving the Value in Royals, Bars, a nd. 
RO of Gold, withour d * 4 5 

wy 8 
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bold for the produce of the country ; the 
- Company to pay the eſtabliſh'd-C — 


ac. The Ships us d in this Trade may fail 


froth the Ports of Mance and Spain as they 
pleaſe, giving notice thereof firſt to his Ca- 


tholick Majeſty; and may bring returns, for 


the Produce of the Negroes, in Silver, Gold, : 
and the Produce of the Country to the ports 


of France or Spain at Option; but if to the lat- 


ter ſhall re to his Majeſty Miniſters, 
and bring nothing but what's purchas'd by 
produce of the Negroes, or any thing upon 
Commiſſion or Conſignment from particular 
Perſons in that Kaggdom on yan: of Confif- 


cation. 5111 
22. If any off the Company! 8 Ships of War, 


belonging to either Nation, take Enemies 


Ships, Pirates, or Privateers, with Negroes 


on board, they may ſell the ſame to the num- 
8 ber contracted for: but no Goods, Merchan- 
die, or Effects for theſe muſt be carry d to 


cantbagena and Puerto Velo, deliver'd to the 


Royal Officers, inventory'd, and put into the - 
Warehouſe to be ſold at the Fair of Spain 

in the ſaid ports, I of the proceeds to be 
Paid to the Royal Treaſury, the other + to 


the Company, and the Veſſels with their r ac- 
1 c. ſhall be the Captors. 
28. This Contract being principally deſign'd 


for the advantage of their Catholick and 
moſt Chriſtian Majeſties, both of them are in- 


tereſted - in the Agreement, and each of 


them in + of 4 Millions of Livers of French, 
| amounting to 1 Million 3660 7 Crowns of 


OE) And if his Catholick Majeſty will not 
D advance 
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advance bis 3 the Company is to do it fot 


him for a Premium of 8 per cent. per ann. and 
if the Company inſtead of e happen 
tobe Laſers, his Catholick Majeſty ſhall 


make good bis proportion in _ manner ks 


mall leaſt affect his Royal Rev 61 

29. At the end of the fit an Years the 
Company hall; makr pion account of the 
Gain ſworn to; ſettled: and examin'd, and 
adjuſted by the King of France's Officers, 


whereby it may appear what belongs to his 
& Company Majeſty, which l be paid en 
Mpanys :. 


30. "It the Gain of. the firſt 3 Years exceed 
one Million of Livers French, and the Intereſt 
of 8 per Cent. to be advanc d by the Company 
for bis Catholick Majeſty, the Com 1 hirſt 
to reimburſe themſelves what they ſo advance 
with the Intereſt; and further, ſhall pay the 
anaval Duties of importation ; and for the 3 
laſt Years all the Gain ſhall remain. 

31. Whereas tis ſaid in the third Article, 
that the2aopoo Pieces to be ad vanc'd as afores 


ſaid; are to be deducted in the two laſt Years 


of the Agreement; tis hereby declar'd, that 
if in the Gains of the firſt” 5 Years there be e- 
nough to ſatisfy the ſaid Sum over and above 


the ſaid one Million, and Intereſt, the Com- 


pany may chuſe either to retain or pay the 
ſame in whole or in part, that ſo the Duties 


: and Gains of the ſaid five laſt Years: may re- 


main free to his Catholick Majeſty ; but if no 
ſoch Gains/ſhall accrue, the fig Article o 
remain in force. 

193K When this A greement _— the 
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Compatiy ſhall have 3 Years to ſettle and 
adjuſt their Concerns in Indin, and to give 
* final Accoust to his Catbolick Majeſty; 

during which 3 Years the ſaid Company and 
their Agents fſhall:enjoy- the Privileges hereby 
granted, for the. free Diſcharge af their Veſ- 
ſels in the Ports of America, and for the 

whhdrawing their Effeces. 
33. The Company's Debtors ſhall be com- 
Pellable to make payment in ſuch manner, 
as if they were indebted to his Catholick 

34. And for the performance of the Pre- 
Wiſes, his Cathalick Majeſty diſpenſes with 
all Laws, Statutęs and Guitams Contrary to 
this Agreement, during the 10. Vears the 
ſame is to be ia fotce, and for the 3 Years 
afterwards granted for getting in their Ef- 
fects. His Majeſty granting to the Company 
and their Officers, and ' confirming: by this 
preſent Agreement, all the Privileges therein 
contain d; and purſuant thereunto the Com- 
any oblige themſelyes to the performance 
of; the Premiſes by means of Manſieur du 
Caſſe, for himſelf, and in the Name of the 
Jaid Royal Company of Guinea by virtue of 


the 23d of Judy, and to produce the Ratifi- 
Lation of this Agreement within the time 
limited ; done at Madrid the agth of Auguſt, 
HE ĩͤ cs J ⁊ K TUOT -- 
his, Sir, is a faithful Account of the 
Aſſiento, upon which I beg leave to make 
ſome Remarks. „ Mao 
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a Pomer by him-produc'd. ' Granted at Paris 
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beſ Jes the + Ola of Shipplag, \ Vidus 


ling, Sailors Wages, Stock to purchaſe Ne- 


groes, and victualling the Negroes till ſold, 
and Loſs of em 1 Death, or for want of 
Forchaſers. x. , Sr ee 

On this Head 1 mall hint to you *what I 


have been inſorm'd of from very 


hands; That both our Merchants and the 


Duteb, who formerly traded in Negroes to 


the Meſt. indies, found themſelves ſeveral 


times very great Loſers: for when they 
brought them to the Spaniſh Harbours, the 


Spaniards, in order to fall the Price, would 
bid for none but ſuch as they pleas d; and 
after examining every Limb, and the State 
of their Health, ſo that the Slave-Merchants 
had moſt of them return'& upon their hands, 
beſides the extravagant Prices which the 
Spaniards made them pay for'freſh Proviſions, 
that were neceſſary to keep the Negroes in 
health, or for their Recovery when ſick; ſo 
25 ſeveral of thoſe Fee were broke 
8 | 


The 


< 206 1 5 
The Engliſh at Fumaica were ſuch Suffer- 
ers this way, that they forbore carrying a- 
ny more Negroes to the Spaniſh 46, r 
in conſiderable Numbers at leaſt, till 
St. Jago del Caſtillo, being in London, — a 
Treaty for that Trade betwixt Jamaica and 


the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies for Negroes, and was 
appointed by the King of Spain to be Com- 


miſſary-General at Jamarea for that end, 
where he was known by the Name of Sir 
James Caſtile; King William having ho- 
nour d him with the Title of Knighthood: 
By Sir James's being there the Trade was 


made eaſy to our Merchants, and by conſe- 
quence the Profit greater; and this we en- 
joy'd till the Duke of Ans Acceſſion to 


the Crown of Spain, and our War with him: 
fo that the granting of this is no new. Favour, 
but the reſtoring us th what we fotmeriy 


enjoy?d;, And Ii wiſh: it does not prooeed i 


more from the French being Loſers by it, 
than from any good- will to us, that thèye ſo 


- readilyapart with id; for if it were other- 
wiſe, lam apt to think they Would have been 


for retaining part of it at leaſt, as they are 


for retaining: the Liberty uf Fiſhing, anf Gu- 


ring in Newfoundland, I am the moreupt to 
, think ſo, if it be true, as Iran infornyd, that 


one of As Maſters of Our Namaica Sloops = 


has at! preſeit all that Trade in his ow 


Management zz wrhich if fo, is an Argument 


that tis not iſo conliderable on ſome People 
pep ite to be. TA Cpt Sal ils 


Beſides, 1 dow? t 3 * French 


King 's\Propoſal, that mne Mall have the 43> 


ent 
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| 858 the — mA _ —— have 
enjoy d it for 10 Years: pail. my Opi- 
nion tis a great deal too zmbiguobs 1 for the 
French King, by the 28th Article; is intereſted 
in the Agreement, and 4 iu the 4 Millions 
of Livres: ſo that with me it ramains a 
doubt, whether we are to have his part, or 
only that of the French Guinea, Company; 
therefore | hape this will be better ezplain d. 
There are 3 Hardſhips which this 
Miento lays che Fremab | Company under, 
that give me ſame Cauſe to ſuſpect they have 
been Loſers ys ths: T rade, and therefore do 
willingly quit it. 1 lis 
. That by the 2d:drticle each-Negro.was 
to be of the Regular Aaeaſure of thoſe: Provin- 
ces. This I take to tinclude their die, Age, 
Strength and Health, and therefore is ſo 
liable to Chic ane, that after we import Ne- 
groes, moſt of em may be return'd upon our 
hands, except it he provided againſt, as in 
the Caſe of our Jumsica Traders, hen Sir 
Fanies: Cuaſtile was appointed n 
there for the King of Spain; but: 1. 
ſuch Proviſion made for the Freuab Guinea 
Company, n orght to be 
ex plain d. 4 DT 
„ 1 enskiv o hat the 6th. 1 7th Arti \ 
cles are Hardſhips upon thoſe! who import 
Negroes, ſinee they ate oblig d co pay Cuſ- 
„ toms far the whole Numbers there men- 
tion d, tho they dont or can't import them. 
And the 24th Article ſeems yet harder, that 
they muſt pay for ſuch as die before they are 
_ fold, confidering:what Numbers may happen 
XY 5 | | to 


Tas 15 


to die, if the Voyage belong, or th Seaſon 


san ld 107 em 
4. The sch Article, in wy Opinion, ought 


8 Kon 19 — void, otherwiſe it will be diſ- 


honourable, and may be dangerous to our 


| Proteſtant Traders, if they be oblig'dto fail 


their Ships 


with none but Papiſts ; and this 
we ſee was the Caſe of the French, whoſe 
Contract, according to the Propoſals, muſt 
be the Rule of Jurs. 

4. I take the ↄth Article to be another 


' Hardſhip, and lays us open to be trick'd'by 


thoſe culld the Royal Officers, who may 
abſent themſelves from the Ports we trade to 
on purpoſe; and by that meuns prevent our 
landing Negroes, be they ever ſo ſickly, or. - 
tho we be forc'd to it by Tempeſt, Enemy 
or leaky. mrs oY This I think ought to'be 

provided a otherwiſe we may be ob- 


lid — 2 to bribe thoſe Officers for their 
Search and Certificate, or to ſell our Negroes 755 


at what, rate the Spantards ſhall pleaſe,” 
F. The roth Article, which —ů us 


to two Ships, and ſuch a number of Negroes, 


ſeems to be very hard, conſidering the ad- 
yantagevus Situation of Buena Ayres," by 
which we might ſupply not only” Tucuman 
and Paraguay, but Chili and Peru, and eſpe- 
cially the Mines of Potoſi with Slaves far 


more convenientiy, and with leſs Charge 


and Danger, chan * a on YOu to the 
South. S. 

6. The rith and 16h Artide bear? very 
hard upon us, and are calculated exprefly to 
Pons all other Trade but that of Ne- 

grocs, 


1 
groe, and will hinder ſuch aſeful Diſcove: 
ries as we might make for enlarging our 
 Eommerce, however advantageous it might 
be to the Spaniards; as Well as to our: ſelves... 
This I take to be an effectual Bar. to the Set- 
tlement and Commerce of our South. Sca 
Company, from which we have reaſon to ex- 
pect ſuch mighty Ad vantages. And I am the 
more convinc'd of this by K. Philipe's Declara- 
tion, lately publiſh'd in our Prints, that we 
are not; to: haye ue Foot of his Dominions 
in the Weſt· Indien; which I take to be a very 
indifferent Compenſation for the Favpur we 
Dave ſhew'd to the Houſe of Jourbon in their 
Freſent Cireumſtances, when the other Con- 
 Tegexates are for recovering the whole e- 
mist: Monarchy ou of their hands ö 
170 The 13th; and: z0th Autinlts.crhich 
e King of Spain ſole judg Conſerva- 
tr; and give him the final determination of 
c Hontroverſies and Suits that may happen 
 betwixt, the Company and his Subjects, or in- 
Jed. betwirt the Company and himſelf, is 
ina y Opinion very Shdoreting: ; fince by this 
mesns dur Britiſp Subjects muſt venture their 
Fates under anarbitrary Power Abroad, 
_ againſt — rm have ſuch: good Securities 
at Home. I. am ſure that if ſuch a Power 
were allow'd. to aur own Crown; the Courts 
at mmer. Hall, and the Exchange ' of 
vm would ſoon be ſhut up: Therefore I 
ſee no reaſon why our Merchants ſhould. 
ſobmit-gheir-Eſtates' to a foreign arbitrary 
Power, that takes a liberty to diſpenſe with 


— 2 Laws ade in favour of their 
own 


** 2 


40 


5 Sg 

Artic pecig 153 1 contrary.£0 

the Cuſtom of FI i 

ec have Conſu 

xeir own, to fee, that the 

them act g tothe Laws of Nations, and 

the reſpective Treaties of Commerce. 

8. The 25th and 21 Articles I take to 
be of the ſame ſtamp; he firſt obliges us to 

pay double Cuſtoms, viz. both or our Ne- 


2. 


nſervators of 


groes which we import, ad for the Pro- 


duct of the Country, that we ba have oc- 
caſion to take in exchange for them. the lat- 


ter, I think very hard, becauſe *tis contrary -- - 
to the Intereſt of the Spaniſh Subjects as well. 
as to ours, and muſt needs hinder the Con- 
| ſumption of their Product. Then for the 


28th Article, I take it to be very diſcou- 


raging to the Merchants, and makes-the Re- 

covery of their Loſſes impracticable; ſince it _ 

conſtitutes the King of Spain Supreme Judg T 
lalways fa” | 


in the Caſe, and to be ſure he-wi 
vour his own Revenue. ; 


: Thus, Sir, I have given you my _ 
very freely as to the particular Propoſals 


made us by France, with relation to our Plan- 5 
tations in North America, the Trade to New. 
foundland, the Aſſiento, and * Trade to 


Spain and the We - Indzes. I am very wil- 


ling to ſubmit what'I Lare iſail to the 8 IF; 


ment of your ſelf and other Merchants, and 
ſhall be very glad if any thing I have hinted 
may be of uſe to our Traders, for putting 

| them on their Guard, or alliſting 9 in 
E | t eir 
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